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A MORE PERSONAE TRIBUTE. 

The first time I saw Miss Mason was whcu 1 entered the 
drawing room at Scale How one January evening, very cold 
very frightened, very lonely, having arrived over a week la*’ 
to find the hills covered with snow and skating on Rydal Water’ 
I was met almost at the door by a lady with what I felt was 
the kindest, wisest face I had ever seen, and my instinctive 
thought was — “ How I shall love you. * hat personality, and 
the grandeur of the hills took me through the hardest fortnight 
I had ever known. In those days Miss Mason came into all 
meals, gave us four lectures a week, took prayers, walked on 
the terrace with us, came into the class-room while we were 
struggling with the first things we had ever painted, and was 
in every way our friend 

I think now it is as a friend 1 miss her most. A friend 
does not only give but takes. Real friendship is not a one- 
sided thing but there must be something in it of fellowship, 
and equality. It is difficult to express my meaning but you 
who know will understand that, and I write it in all humility 
when I say Miss Mason made us feel we had something, each 
of us, to give that she was glad to have, not only in the com- 
munity but in her personal relation with us, that made us 
friends. To each a difference,— one could give an amusing 
account of happenings in school, one could sing, one could find 
the most hidden treasures on bank or fell, one could quote this 
or that author with appropriate decision. Someone’s music 
f ?V dehght v i md 50 on - Each individual student will 
th n -\. a k } * n h er cas e. As term went on and we became 
acting wor* say ! ngs ’ by r - words, quotes from impromptu 

Sft&dSb TM’ an r n , ew S* were fornie <i in the chain 
twentv-odd virlf i !L° lght achieveme nt to make friends with 
L l«s y tt n a vear 11 w “T* pri ? kl S . Sta S e of their *dolesence 
sometimes what -i t e i Wk ° ^ rIen ds with children know 
than adults who 3 " d C ™ dren are less difficult 

ness and consciousness r,l , tbe pr ! de JEe ar *d that cocksure- 
belongs to the unner fnr a certaUl a bility and influence that 

development of Jhrpowerf 34 Sdl0 ° 1 ’ and thc unconscious 
It was the h of w °manhood. 

there was somethin g'rtai* 1 "? Were cal,cd u P°n to bring, and 
knew we were givW ® ade us fM in the bringing. We 
perhaps ; and LZUl as getting, in a subconscious way. 


ti r * 1 i 

reach rather than grasn . atinos p' iere <; f the House being that of 
Miss Mason T_ e ’ to °’ tr ec1 to extend our reach. 


mason never ni'.rU r : w tALCllU OUl icaui. 

only glad there was so miJw f eel ashamed of being ignorant, 
tunities for knowing it u ‘ to be known and so manv oppor- 
e gT, she so rejoiced with W ? Parted with a little bit of know- 
member the first April I that bit grew more. I re- 

day and cried out “ j hav ked U P the terrace with her one 

c never lived with larches before * 


11 know what the larches are in April. Many very clever 
You aU d wom eu would have made me feel rather a worm to 
and & . , so i on g and missed so much ; even kindly pitv can 

liave 11VCU — -t ’ a 1 1 - - 


have "she gave my arm a little squeeze and said’, “ And 

be they a joy to live with? ” 

^People will recall hundreds of similar instances of sympathy 
d aPP rec ^ a E° n » P ecu Ear to themselves. When we returned 
f the Conferences did we not all find that our work was indi- 
‘dual to Miss Mason? She remembered each one’s triumphs 
^d difficulties, and was ready with congratulation or sympathy 

as required. 

Then her sense of humour was so keen. She loved a joke 
- well as we did. All thc railery that the Juniors directed at 
the various cliches that from time to time took posssesion of the 
House, were quoted and laughed at, to the embarrassment of 
their authors sometimes. When someone filled a role with a 
certain eclat at a theatrical entertainment. Miss Mason never 
forgot who had done that so well, though she must have sat 
through our efforts until she could almost forecast what was 
coming. Because in my Junior year Miss Mason came to all 
our entertainments, and walked to Church with us on Sunday. 
She was very ill for the first six weeks of my Senior year, and 
we said to each other that the Juniors had not the chance we 
had had, as they did not know Miss Mason. 

No one who was there in the first influenza year will ever 
forget how she talked to us one Sunday night. No one suc- 
cumbed after that. Nor another unforgetable occasion whet; 
there was an objection among the students to carry' out a piece 
of work appointed. How one felt the greatness of her aim, the 
width of her view ; and the masterly' handling of the matertal 
before her to turn what was intended as a protest into an ppor- 
tunity for a lecture on psychology that was stunning in its ex 
position. It was a glimpse to us of how much wider her view 
was than ours, and how real to her was the strength o. e 
chain that the weakest link was not to imperil. _ But that is a 
stern memory. Another rises before me, of a situation trea eri 
quite differently. Two students were discovered by her engage 
in a flagrant breach of College discipline. They were what we 
should call “ good students,” I suppose, conscientious vv ° • 
m responsibe positions for the discipline of the House, inert 
was no deception about their behaviour. Their crime was 
quite boldly committed, I suppose because they felt absolutely 
beyond and above either detection or correction. Ami ne^ 
Miss Mason stood. No excuse was offered— there was • „ 

after. F or a minute there was silence— then , ‘ she had 
from Miss Mason, and she walked away as quietly a * J 
appeared. Not another word was ever said abo the^atter 

No apology was ever asked for or offered w0r ds than 

students learnt more from her face and those three words t 
they would have done from an hour’s talk with someo 
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might have tried 1 TorgilXss? were Tlfthere ; and*S 

weTLThaT a ’lesson in self-control and management of other.; 

?,rr r * 

that Sr spirit still helps and encourages, still leads and synt- 
nathises and that she now knows the depth of our love and 
Stud; as we could never hope to show her 


Lanmoor, 

Colinton, 
Edinburgh . 

March, T923. 

Mv dear Editor, 

In promising you a paper on Miss Mason s teaching m the 
home I find I have set myself an impossible task. I have sat. 
evening after evening, after the children are in bed, trying to 
put down what Miss Mason’s teaching means to me in our own 
home, and the subject is too big. I cannot get round it. It is 
like trying to express in words the whole trend of one’s life. The 
value of teaching that encourages us and helps us to continue 
to strive after all the noble ideals parents cherish for their chil- 
dren, is far beyond estimation. And Miss Mason does not oniv 
give us inspiration, but that wonderful practical help in the 
difficult path, that makes one marvel at her insight. Now that 
she has gone from us, I have set myself more purposefully than 
before, to be one of her torch bearers, and mv deeply cherished 
hope is that our little family will grow up bearing witness to 
of her g^at heart, and her great mind, and her 

Yours ever. 

Jessie H. Tasked. 


- y 

Rear Old Students, Ambleside. 

so much to telf vou ^ ,etter . rather difficult to write ; there is 
student has told lls am ,s not eas y to express. An old 
of Scale How so wJ n V °r if"""* hear to ° much of tho doin * s 
everything. Th is letter V' a ££”£ advice anf1 telliner vW 
d ents, but this term W( , hi « , k 1 ? e wecn P ac t nd present stu- 
with us all the time wp i-' e * dla t y° ur thoughts have been 
imagine what our lifp y. iat yo . n miis t have tried to 

knew as friend and guide S ,ke w * dlo1 ’t her whom we all 
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^ term we knew no difference in the ordinal, ^ • 
everything went on peacefully, as if the power"^ ^ ***** 
amongst us was too strong to be disturbed b^ tL^ 6 hacl 501 
an earthly to a spiritual life of the great mind tha t haT glen” 

The day of the funeral has left left us a m 
greatly by those of us who knew her not of JJn m ° r l treasured 
Snt ; the content of.those happy in * ° ^ 

is now infinite, and in this thought w e are glad 8 th * her ,0y 
So we remember that Friday afternoon, as w 
Hall until Barrow had arranged the white flowers over the coffin 


•ft'™**, a* we waited to , he 

offin. 


the bearers standing ready to start down the drive. W e ° 


flowers in their hands, the staff and the college by twos earrv 
ing the wreaths, winding slowly ont of the gates into the 
village. The wind and the rain blew coldly up from the lake, 
and the people came out to their doors, the men with their hats 
off, and the women looking after us as we turned towards the 
Church. The four priests came from the vestry chanting, to 
lead the coffin into the Church. “ I know that my Redeemer 
liveth ” greeted us from the organ, giving definite expression 
to the triumph of the service ; this feeling of joy stayed with 
us, gaining more and mere as the glorious lesson was read, 
“ then shall it be brought to pass that it is written Death is 
swallowed up in Victory.” 

We laid the flowers beside the grave and passed by one by 
one, it looked so small to be the resting place of that .great 

spirit. . , _ . .. 

Of course you will be at the Memorial Service if pos- 
sible. St. Martin’s must see every seat full. 

Now we must tell you of the little events of the term. VV e 

have had a measle outbreak. One of the J un *°^ s ^ an( j 
weeks after the beginning of term, she retire 0 ^ onL 

two weeks went by, lulling us mto the on eare J a t one 

was going to catch it. One day three more ^ t hat 

fe„ swoop, tm then and then « 

no one was too old to eaten ui twice, and 

even began to say you could evcr heard 

trotted out all the instances y | ia( j been tiresome 

of to prove it. A list ol "iXely called for 

enough not to have it in the nurser ^ . . j nS pected, enquired 
and these poor unfortunates were ‘ flt :’ on to get it. and 90 
after daily until they decided dM PS“” w ard of " «■«■* 
retired upstairs. Now there is the noisiest, ^ rest ehc 
ites ” on the top landing you can ini. K ^ n 

college" are sti^l playing untiring > j| difficulties. ' 

” A Guide smiles and the sick room 

she? When she has left her tooth-br ^ hat _ and spend.. 
n °t the remotest idea when she w bere she is going 
most of her time trying to think ° 
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next We fro in and out of quarantine quite gaily. St. Mary's 
has to do without its congregation every other Sunday and we 
have a service in the class-room. Dr. and Mrs. Allen have put 
up the “ Ex ”es for this term s the Juniors were such a large 
set, and the Millet room has six beds in it. They seem to enjoy 

sleeping there. . , , „ £ 

Of course you heard about the heavy fall of snow w e had 
in February. The weather monitress said that it was i 2 inches 
deep in twenty-four hours. Anyway, we managed to enjoy 
ourselves for two blissful days. Barrow told us when to go 
tobogganning, and we innocently went, quite unaware of the 
fact that some student had broken her leg at that place some 
years before and the authorities had therefore said it was too 
dangerous for sliding The place is at the very end of the 
Terrace — through the fence and out to the steep hillock beyond 
The snow was too soft for a sledge but a good tin tray was 
ideal. If you lie front ways and someone else gets on top you 
get the most glorious whizz down to the bottom. Of course wc 
regularly , rolled over and over when we got there ; but then, 
you do not mind that in the snow. When the afternoon was 
nearly over a message came flying out that we were not to 
toboggan there on any account ; we left regretfully, only too 
thankful it had not reached us before. 

We have missed Miss Drury terribly this term and will be 
yMd to welcome her back next term. 

From Thf Present Students.. 







